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GLDLA Mission Statement 

The objectives of the GLDLA shall be:  
1. To monitor the Green Lake and Duck 
Lake ecosystems and take actions 
necessary for maintaining and improving 
our lakes, watershed, and riparian 
community.  
2. To educate riparians and local 
community about relevant ecological, 
recreational and ethical issues 
endeavoring to make our community a 
better place to live.   
 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM OUR 
PRESIDENT, ED DEWEY: 
 
The year 2021 brought a packed 
agenda to the GLADLA. Here are 
the highlights: 
* The boat washing venue in July 
2021, at the Interlochen State 
Park, provided the GLADLA an 
opportunity for public outreach 
and education about aquatic 
invasive species. 
* The Aquatic Invasive Species 
Blitz this year, held at the 
Betsie/Green Lake Boat Launch, 
was sponsored by EGLE (Dept. of 
Environment, Great Lakes.) 
* Board members and enthusiastic 
volunteers performed aquatic 
plant and shoreline surveys, plus  
water quality testing.  
* The association participated in a 
collaborative training and 
information-sharing session with 
 
 
 
 
 

Lake Leelanau, Lake Ann, and Long 
Lake. The topics were invasive 
species and how to treat and 
control those problems through 
Special Assessment Districts, 
* GLADLA worked with Green Lake 
Township to establish a five-year 
Special Assessment District to fund 
the management of invasive 
species found in Duck Lake. 
* The association coordinated 
efforts with our professional lake 
management company to survey, 
locate and manage invasive 
species on both lakes. 
* Pertinent information about our 
lakes continues to be posted on 
our website and Facebook pages. 
*The GLADLA has obtained the 
501c3 status. Donations to the 
association are now tax-
deductible, and we may now 
receive company matching  
contributions. Additionally, we can 
 

 

 now apply for grants. 
* Board volunteers are currently 
improving and redesigning the 
GLADLA website slated for 
completion by summer 2022. 
 
Aquatic invasive species don’t take 
the winter off and can be easily 
spread through ice fishing or 
improper bait disposal. For a 
complete list of aquatic invaders, 
visit the Michigan Invasive Species 
page at Michigan.gov. For all types 
of invasive species, check out 
MISIN.msu.edu.  
 
This year will be my last as Pres-
ident of the GLADLA. Thanks to 
everyone that has made my job 
easier. Our active board has a plan 
to continue, with your support, to 
move our association forward, 
keeping our lakes as beautiful 
tomorrow as they are today.   
 

You may pay your annual dues and donate online: gldla.org 



   
 

  

 
 

WHERE DOES OUR WATER  
COME FROM? 

As GLADLA board members, we 
get many questions about water 
levels, dams, and generally, 
where does our water come from 
and where does it go? Most of 
the questions come from Green 
Lake riparians. This fall, a few of 
us toured the Duck Lake, Grass 
Lake, Thompsonville, and 
Homestead Dams. It helped us 
understand how the 165,800 
acres of the Betsie River 
Watershed works.  
 

 
 
 
Green Lake gets its water from 
the Betsie River, the thirty-two-
acre Bridge Lake, several small 
streams, direct precipitation, and 
underwater springs. There is a 
twelve-foot drop from Duck Lake 
to Green Lake, and a two-foot 
drop from Green Lake to the top 
of Grass Lake. Only the Duck Lake 
Dam, controlled by the Grand 
Traverse Drain Commissioner, 
and the Grass Lake Dam, 
controlled by the DNR, directly 
impacts Green Lake. The Duck 
Lake Dam, built in 1959, has a 
court-mandated level of 837.3’ 
above sea level and is monitored 
by the County. The Grass Lake 
Dam, built in 1951 by the DNR, is 
also adjustable. The spillway 
height is 824.05’ above sea level.  
 

Ed Dewey & Rich Garvey at       
the Duck Lake Dam. 

Humans have altered Duck and 
Green Lake levels since the 
logging era in the 1870s. The 
question is, for better or worse? 
 
Facts and figures are from the Benzie 
Conservation District and Tammy 
Newcomb.  

COYOTES 

Winter is an excellent season for 
observing wildlife around our 
lakes. There have been recent 
daytime sightings of river otters, 
eagles, snowy owls, and hawks. 
And, lately, there’s been lots of 
chatter about coyotes. No 
surprise as their mating season 
extends from January – March, 
which is when you’re most likely 
to see and hear them. They’re 
very vocal with various barks, 
yips, whines and howls.  
 
Coyotes weigh anywhere from 25 
– 45 lbs. They have grayish 
brown fur, a bushy tail, and large 
triangular ears.  
 
Not sure if it’s a coyote, dog or 
wolf? A coyote runs with its tail 
down, dogs run tail-up, and 
wolves run with their tails 
straight out.  
 
Coyotes are opportunistic eaters 
and provide free pest control. 
Their natural food sources 
include small mammals (mice, 
rats, rabbits), and even some 
vegetation.   
 
Often you may see them on the 
frozen lake. That icy highway 
allows them to access the best 
hunting spots along the 
shoreline.  
 
Coyotes are fun to observe, but 
do so from a distance. They are  
 
 
 

 

naturally afraid of people. But 
their curiosity and keen sense of 
smell can draw them to garbage 
or pet food left outside. The DNR 
suggests accompanying small to 
medium-sized pets outdoors if 
there are coyotes in your area.  

 
Rich Garvey contributed 
content to this article, along 
with the MI DNR. 

 
This hearty Duck Lake kayaker 
gets in one last run before the 
lake freezes over. Other winter 
sports abound on icy lakes. 
Look for ice boaters, snow 
kiters and fat-tire bikers. Photo 
courtesy of Aaron Stander, 
Duck Lake.  

 
Michigan’s Winter 
Wonderland. Photo 
courtesy of Aaron Stander, 
Duck Lake.  

Jason 
Davis 
snapped 
this pic 
of a lone 
coyote 
on frozen 
Green Lk.  



           

  MICHIGAN FUN FACTS 

Although Green and Duck Lakes are near and 
dear to our hearts, the entire Mitten State is a 
paradise. Check out these fun facts: 
* Over 9 million acres of forest 
* 41.5 percent of Michigan is made up of 
water. 
* There’s 3,052 miles of freshwater coastline; 
the most freshwater coast in the world. 
*There are over 78 islands in the Great Lakes. 
*The Great Lakes hold 21 percent of the 
earth’s fresh water. 
* Over 40 million acres of land are publicly 
protected. 
*Our lakes hold 153 species of fresh water 
fish. 
* There are 1,220 public beaches. 
* There are 11,000 inland lakes. 
*Combined public and private campgrounds 
offer 160,000 campsites.  
*There are 11 peninsulas in Michigan.  

 
 

 

 

Save the date! Annual GLADLA meeting is 
Saturday, August 20,2022. 

Green Lake/Duck Lake Association Officers: Ed Dewey, 
President; Paul Johnson, Vice President; Marietta 
Hamady, Secretary; John Thomas, Treasurer. 
 
Board Members: Marc Alderman, Ken Chamberlain, Ed 
Dewey, Rich Garvey, Marietta Hamady, Sarah Hehir, Kurt 
Hubschneider, Brian McAllister, Claire Stephenson, John 
Thomas, and Dick Thompson. 
 
Emeritus:  Fippy Komrska 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Marietta Hamady 
 
Duck Lake Water Testing Coordinator: Paul Johnson 
 
Green Lake Water Testing Coordinator: Marc Alderman BOARD MEMBER CHANGES 

Ted Boeve and Oral Carper left the GLADLA 
board in 2021. Ted moved to Grand Rapids to 
be with family. Oral retired after serving for 
nearly seven years. A heartfelt thanks to 
them for their many contributions to our 
organization and lakes.  

 

Thanks to Jason Davis of Green Lake 
for snapping this photo of an 
immature eagle in December.  

 Dick Thompson of Duck Lake earned a “gold,” the highest 
level that Michigan Shoreland Steward bestows on a 
riparian for providing the best natural habitat and 
conditions for fish and wildlife. Lake friendly landscaping 
and erosion control are long-lasting practices for a 
healthy lake. Rate your own shoreline. Visit   
mishorelandstewards.org and take the free online survey.  

 

These curious tracks 
are from the playful 
river otter. They 
bound through the 
snow, then drop to 
their bellies and slide 
several feet, saving 
their precious energy.  



Membership Dues/Invasive Species Fund/Donations 
Annual Membership Dues (Minimum $16.00) 
 
Choose One:  Green Lake   Duck Lake 
 
_____$16     _____$25     _____$50      _____$100     _____Other 
 ***************************************************** 
Invasive Species Fund (For treatment of any new invasive species; funds 
for each lake are kept separate.) 
 
_____$25     _____$50     _____$100     _____Other 
 
****************************************************** 
Donations in the amount of $________ 
****************************************************** 
Member Name and Address: 
 
 
Please make checks payable to: The Green Lake & Duck Lake Association 
YOU MAY ALSO PAY OR DONATE ON OUR WEBSITE WITH CREDIT CARD OR PAYPAL: gldla.org 
 

 
 
 
Green Lake and Duck Lake Association 
PO Box 23 
Interlochen, MI  49643  
 
 
         

 

 

 


